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no longer exists; so that blaming her presented the conveniences
found in blaming a dead person,1
Cases for each of these views are not difficult to construct; but
their foundations are all somewhat in the air. The earthy fact
was that Germany had at enormous expense been keyed-up and
prepared, as no nation ever equally was before, to fight a war at
that particular time, and that nobody, not even the Kaiser,
durst baulk the military chiefs of the opportunity offered them.
Hence the unreality of Bethmann-Hollweg's position through-
out. It was not till 29 July that he first, in firm language, insisted
at Vienna that Austria must exchange views with Russia. But
already on the previous day Austria had declared war on Serbia
and bombarded Belgrade — a step which, taken as it was without
any agreement with Russia as to its limits, was bound to unchain
(as in fact it did) sequences of mobilization and counter-mobiliza-
tion leading unescapably to war. After that the military chiefs
had little reason to fear the effect of such language by the
chancellor; before that he never used it. The same is true of the
Kaiser's peace-making telegrams to the Tsar. The first was not
sent till 10.45 P«m- on 28 July.
Now this view has a direct bearing on the question of Great
Britain's attitude during the crisis. As early as 24 July the
Russian foreign minister, Sasonov, pressed strongly that Great
Britain should 'proclaim her solidarity with Russia and France',
and join in a triple stand against Austria's action. Six days later
the French President, Poincare, urged the same policy. Apart
from the plain motives of self-interest, which would prompt
France and Russia herein, their case rested on the assumption
that Germany was willing, with Austria, to fight the Dual
Alliance, but afraid to fight the Dual Alliance plus Great Britain.
Failure to take timely advantage of this alleged German fear is
still often reproached to Grey as a signal and disastrous blunder
on his part. We know now, however, that so far as the German
military chiefs were concerned no such fear existed. They were
expecting to fight all three Powers. If, therefore, theirs was the
war decision, Grey by acting as Sasonov and Poincar6 urged
would not have arrested it for a moment.2 And when he had
1 The most elaborate pleading for the third view in English, perhaps, is Professor
S. B. Fay's two-volume The Origins of the World War (1929). An early and condensed
but able presentation of the case against it is Asquith's in The Genesis of the Wear
^
* This argument does not mean that the German chancellor may not have hoped

